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International

Olympic

Committes Unclassified
Sports Departiment

Prasidents and Secretaries General
of International Federations

Lausanne, 16 Decembar 2021

Principle of non-discrimination of athletes and teams participating in interational
sports competitions

Dear President, Dear Secretary General,

As you may be awars, & number of cases of athietes’ discrimination have recently been
reported 1o the |0C. These unfortunate incidents have affected in particular;

= The baxing team of Kosovo that was denied entry to Serbia to participate in the
AIBA World Baxing Championships 2021,

* The squash team of Israel that was not able to obtain permission to enter
Malaysia and participate in the WSF Men's World Team Squash Championship,
a8 a result of which the IF (World Squash Federation) decided to cancel the
compeatition,

In view of the above and as expressed In numercus occasions over the past faw years,
we urge all IFs to be extremely vigilant when allocating and organising International
sports competitions, and make sure that;

I they receive all written contractual assurances from the organiser and the
relevant government authorities, so that all aligible athietes and teams can coma
and compete without any political discrimination from the host country, and be
treated equally as per the applicable protocol for all participants: and

Il such essurances are effectively impiemented, failng which the concerned IF
should take appropriate action.
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In paraliel to these efforts, the IOC will continue 1o work with the concamed NOCs [in
this case the Serblan NOC and the Malaysian NOC) to try and facilitate a long-term
solution with their respective governments, falling which such countries would,
unfortunately, exclude themselves from the right to host international sports events untll
all the necessary assurences can be obtained and respectad,

Thank you for your kind attention and usual collsboration in these extremely important
matters ralating to the implementation of, and compliance with, the fundamental [
principles which govern the Otympic Movement.

We remain fully at your disposal should you need any further infarmation or assistance.

Yours sinceraly,
=
e
4
Kit MeConnell James Macleod
Sports Direcior Director of Olympic Solidarity snd NOC
Relations
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